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FOREWORD 



The Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland celebrates its 
sesquicentennial anniversary in 1999 and has decided to re-issue the 
first five volumes of the Society 's Transactions to commemorate the 
event. The generosity of a benefactor, whose wish it is to remain 
anonymous, has enabled the Society to make this valuable and 
memorable addition to the celebrations of its first one hundred and fifty 
years. 

On the nineteenth of February 1849 in Kilkenny city, eight gentlemen of 
antiquarian leanings came together and it was resolved, that a public 
meeting be held' to organize a society. Four Church of Ireland 
clergymen, John Browne, Luke Fowler, James Graves and Charles 
Vignoles; one Catholic priest, Philip Moore; two medical practitioners, 
Robert Cane and John James; and one newspaper reporter, John Prim, 
made up the first eight. The most important of these were the Reverend 
James Graves, then attached to St. Patrick's, Kilkenny, and his cousin 
John G.A. Prim of the Kilkenny Moderator, who became joint Honorary 
Secretaries and were the original editors of the Transactions. Cane, a 
Young Irelander, Graves and Moore had all been members of The Celtic 
Society since its formation in 1847, and both John Prim and Philip 
Moore were the owners of manuscripts in Irish. 

At that public meeting, chaired by Robert Cane, one of the original eight 
and also May or of the City, 'the adhesion of the noblemen and 
gentlemen was announced', some thirty-six in all, John Butler the 
second Marquis of Ormonde, who was a friend of James Graves, 
heading the list. The first communication to the Society was given by 
the Reverend Philip Moore, then curate of Rosbercon, New Ross, on the 
topic of Giants' Graves. This fledgling local society was to flourish and 
expand and become within twenty years the principal antiquarian 
society for the whole of Ireland. 



By November 1849 four further meetings were held, a museum had 
been set up, donations to it were being accepted, and the Society had 
decided to form a library. The membership stood now at one hundred 
and three; by the end of the year it had increased to one hundred and 
forty-nine and it was growing apace. 

It was decided to print the Transactions for 1849 in March 1850; some 
five hundred copies were first envisaged but in May it was decided to 
issue two hundred and fifty copies only. The Irish scholar and publisher 
John O'Daly, who was to become the printer for the Society, was elected 
to membership at the July meeting. The Transactions for 1850 
comprised three hundred copies and those for 1851 five hundred. These 
three consecutive publications were bound together to form the first 
volume of the Journal. 

The 1850s attracted some notable members: John Windele, the Cork 
antiquary (1850); The Earl of Dunraven; Lady Harriet Kavanagh, whose 
Egyptian donations to the Society have recendy been on display as part 
of the Egyptian Exhibition at The National Museum of Ireland where 
they were deposited by the Society on indefinite loan; James Henthorn 
Todd, Senior Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin; Charles Graves, Fellow 
of Trinity College; Euseby Cleaver, Christ Church, Oxford; Richard R. 
Brash, Cork; William Wilde (1851); William Reeves, Ballymena; 
Herbert R Hoare, Wexford; Henry O'Neill, London (1852); Dr Aquilla 
Smith, the Dublin numismatist; (1853); John O'Donovan, Dublin, a 
Kilkenny man (1855); Henry Bradshaw, King's College, Cambridge 
(1857); all still remembered for their commitment to Irish learning and 
their contribution to scholarship. 

In January 1853 Graves, on the part of Herbert Hore, the historian of 
county Wexford, 'gave notice of moving at next meeting' that the title 
of the Society be changed to The Kilkenny and South-East of Ireland 
Archaeological Society', of which Prince Albert, the Prince Consort, 
was elected a Life Member in 1855. In the same year, the Lord 
Lieutenant, the Earl of Carlisle, was elected Member and Patron of the 
Society, thereby setting a precedent for his successors in the Viceregal 
Lodge. The Prince of Wales was to become a Life Member and Patron 
inChief in 1864. 

The Society underwent various transformations which were reflected in 
its subsequent tides. The Historical and Archaeological Association of 
Ireland' in 1868, it was to become The Royal Historical and 



Archaeological Association of Ireland' in 1869, by virtue of a Queen's 
Letter of Victoria, combining with this change in title the authority to 
elect Fellows. Having moved to Dublin the Society finally settled in 
1890 for the name it bears today, 'The Royal Society of Antiquaries of 
Ireland'. 

The chief aims and aspirations of the Society were 'to preserve, examine 
and illustrate all ancient monuments of the history, manners, customs 
and arts of our ancestors'. The endeavours of its members were 
particularly directed towards the material 'connected with the county 
and city of Kilkenny', an interest clearly reflected in the authorship and 
content of the leamed papers in these earliest volumes of the Journal. 

An important and enduring rule of the new Society was that: 'All 
matters connected with the religions and politicai differences which 
exist in our country shall be excluded from the Papers to be read, and 
the discussions held at these meetings, such matters being foreign to the 
objects of this Society, and calculated to disturb the harmony which is 
essential to its success'. This eirenic and ecumenical spirit, which was 
personified in the life-long activities and friendships of Graves, Moore 
and Prim, continues to be one of the hallmarks of the Society. 

An attachment to the past and scientific curiosity about early peoples 
reflected the outlook and interests of civilized Europeans in the mid- 
nineteenth century. The Industrial Revolution had created new leisure 
and wealth; the enlargement of towns and the obsolescence of manual 
techniques and tools were prompting people to think of their discarded 
lifestyles and to look into their origins. In Ireland in particular, as a 
consequence of the depopulation of the famine years and perhaps 
because of the ultimate deracination inherent in an established colonial 
status, the whole indigenous Irish ethos, which had maintained itself 
with such pride, was finally crumbling after some fifteen hundred years. 
This State of affairs was to produce a heady mix for the Irish antiquarian 
whose attitudes embodied idealism, pietas and the desire for knowledge. 

A reading of the scholarly output of the members during the first decade 
of the Society's existence opens a delightful Aladdin's cave, brimming 
over with treasures still relevant for the history, manners, customs and 
arts of our ancestors: the Treasurer presents some bones of the Irish 
Fossil Deer, Cervus Megaceros Hibernicus, found locally; a series of 
papers on ancient Irish bells, boats and mills, the last incorporating a 
portion of a law tract in Irish; a paper on ogham which stimulates a 



continuing discussion on the age of the inscriptions; local antiquities of 
several counties along with traditions and legends; much medieval 
material, from the inauguration of Cathal Crobhdhearg in Connacht to 
Dingle in the sixteenth century, and reminiscences of the popularly 
named 'buried city of Bannow'. 

This is just a small sample of the material before us. The Society is 
fortunate in having a generous donor with such enlightened views and 
interests, who has provided us with this unique opportunity to return to 
our origins. It is appropriate here also to record our sincere thanks to 
Siobhån de hOir, for many years Librarian to the Society, who has 
undertaken the arduous task of putting these volumes through the press. 

Proinséas Ni Chathåin 
President. 



Note: 

This edition has been made using the volumes in the holdings of The 
Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland which contain the corrections 
added by the original editors of the Transactions in preparation for a 
proposed reprint. In Volume 2, illustration 44, The Ancient Cross of 
Banagher', which should have been opposite page 277, seems never to 
have been printed and is not listed in the first Index. 
Grateful thanks for help in the production of this edition are due to the 
following: Mr. Ray Lynn of Betaprint; Miss Oma Somerville, Executive 
Secretary of the Society; Miss Aideen Ireland Dr. Dorothy Kelly, Hon. 
Gen. Secretary; Mr Éamonn de Burca and Dr William Nolan The 
photographs of Graves and Prim are from the Society's archives and 
were re-photographed by Mr David Jennings. 

Siobhån de hOir 



r-««- 




The Rev. James Graves, BA. 

(Hon. GcMnl Secniiry. 1M9-1886: Hon. Treasufer. 1859-1886 ) 




John George Augustus Prim 

Hon. Sccmaiy 1849-1876 



Founded at Kilkenny as the Kilkenny Archaeological Society in 1849, 
the Society became, in turn, the Kilkenny and South-East of Ireland 
Archaeological Society in 1854; The Historical and Archaeological 
Association of Ireland in 1868; The Royal Historical and 
Archaeological Association of Ireland in 1869; and finally, The Royal 
Society of Antiquaries of Ireland in 1 890. 
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